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Paragraphic Thoughts Upon
+ the Season of Books. . . . .

That place that does comtmiw ~ — - rarecesaaEe

My basaks, the best companions, is t® me
e A oourt, where hourly 1 converse
o ﬂp-ll -xq spd philosophers)
All sometimes, for variety, l confer ;'
With Kings and Emperors, and welgh
Thelr coumnsels.

—Beaumont and Fletcher, “The Elder Brother,” Act I, Scene 2.

WRITTEN FOR THE SUNDAY REPUBLIC.

Wiy do people read?

That reminds ome of the well-nigh classic.eplgram that it's easier to ask
questions than to answer them. A good enough solution of the problem Is
that they read for the same reason that they eat wvhen hungry.

Ieading Is a propeusity of the race, grafted in, deep in, during the pass-
age of the centuries.

As to why people write, ihat is nltagetller another story. As to why
some people write—well, it is beyond comprehension, & puzzler that even
the accumulated wisdom of the moderns and anclénts, truths arrived at by
revelation or logical processes, falls to explain.

They probably write for tlic sam® reason that some wémen wear I rench
heels—they are foolish euou;,ﬁ to do . :

- 80 L %
} Aflter a dip into glugotluss genvralities, it were well to revert to partic-
ular pecullaritics. ' i
Aunotlicr Ghristmas is l‘most upun us,° Eveoother pay day, or ere two
or three pay days—if that'auspicious event occur onge a week—a goodly
uumber of persous will bave fnvested In Xmas gifts.« Not a few will have
geen i cousiderable uumhvr of thelr doHars rung up on the cush register
in the Look stores,
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Aud they will have purchased thls ycur more books of a special and a
' practical nature than ever before. .

This statement Is unwarrnntable beeause the pumisl.u.ru are putting out
an uu!uunlb large vumber of volumwes of the kind, avd the publisiors,
since their business depends upon it, LKnow pretty well where the publie
tasla trends. o eiFY

Wot that the sales of ‘this kind wil! at all approach the demands for the
ney fietion, but that there will be an appreciable increase in the number
of yeckers after purely coucrete information.
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The presses, with mucli noise of the grinding, and the publishers with
much clamor ln the advertising, =end forth in unending stream, amounting
to a torrent in late No\'ﬂ'n_bcr aud carly December, the great wmass of
books which are summed up as “lght Wterature” 5

Silent, within ail thisg, iy wodest covers, ticie gomes the flew of the
output from the conteiuporary thinkers—they that a‘irpenl to the futelectnnl
anincrity in poetry, eéssays, phiiosophy, science. These books hiave bardly
the “holiday color.” They are almest lost In what way be called *The Riot
of the Novele” Sowe of them are put on the market ut Christmas. time,
but the increase iu thelr number over oilier seakons is not large.

Sthl, they are with us and £ you ask the wnuan, Le'll find (hem' for you.
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Llustrating is about the only departnzent of the pictorial art ‘that s
deve'oped to & bigh puint in the United Stiies.

ThLe public seems disnosed to pay. and pay ‘well, for zenuinely good
“pieture books” This full has gzivey us many good ones, which It Is unnee-
cessary to mentlon by unme since the book store men will have them so
prominently displayed that you may uet avold the opmriunlt) to take your
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Of novels, there’ are novels and then some.

As to thelr kind, and as to the quality of sgme of them, lengthy mfer-
ence has been made upon the luside Dages of thisidssue of The Republlca
Annual Book Number. 2 ..
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Cocd things there are aplenty of the lfzhtnr forms of \rritlng-; now Bed
Ing served to reader Accordingly, It nm} not be out of place to venture

a prefactory “kno

Nine-tenths of tne publications have been °uud in one of the ﬂrionl
magagines and Bave upon !ham the *“magazine” :mmp

A certnin cinss of mmtter s used by ench maguzine of consequence;
with the result that the work writers follow certain lines of “avallability.”

We feel a paucity of hooks that have in ‘them something that ‘the au-
thor bad in him and w::u “Impeélled to- write dowz. :
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There ia o pllnml predomipance. of- the lteracy ability which learlm ﬂn

. mechanles of story-building and word ussge, and which manipulates: ‘those
mbmoutmaﬂrpmhnlu or novels. Not many
mmmmmmm:mtm«-mmumm
Mmmmqmmmm : n.u.




